Gastric carcinoid tumours and pernicious anemia: case report and review of the literature.
Patients with pernicious anemia are at risk of developing carcinoid tumours of the stomach. A patient with pernicious anemia and multifocal carcinoid tumours of the gastric fundus that regressed after antrectomy is presented. The frequent occurrence of gastric carcinoid tumours in patients with long-standing pernicious anemia suggests that surveillance gastroscopy and biopsies of the fundus might be indicated. Compete functional antrectomy may effectively cause these tumours to regress by removing their excessive gastrin hormonal stimulation. However, incomplete antrectomy can result in persistently elevated serum gastrin and failure of total disappearance of the carcinoid tumours.